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REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1956 
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ay sued: by the Government Statistician (Mr. R. J. little), Perth 
20th March, 1956 


This report gives particulars relative to the following items:- 


Fage No. _ Page No» 
Bank Olearances 2 Marriages 4 
Bankruptcy 5D) Motor Vehicle Registrations 4 
Basic Wage - State i, Population 4 
Births 4 Railway Operations 3 
Building Construction 5 Real Estate Transactions 2 
Companies Registered | Retail Prices Index 6 
Deaths 4 Revenue and Expenditure — State 2 
Electricity Supply - Metropolitan Area 7 Road Traffic Accidents i 
Employment 6 Sales Tax 2 
Factory Production 8 Savings Banks 2 
Gold Output and Dividends 5 Slaughterings - Livestock if, 
Land Settlement 2 Trade 4. 


POPULATION ESTIMATES 
Whole State at 30th September, 1955 - 
Males ~ 341,642 Females — 322,446 Persons -— 66,088 
etropolitan Area at 30th June, 1955 - 
Persons — 359,000 
MARRIAGES, BLRTHS AND DEATHS — WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Twelve Months 
ended DECEMBER 


1955 | 195k 
5 145 5 20h, 
7.61 4 


Marriages ~ Number 

* Rate per 1000 of Population 
Births - Number 

* Rate per 1000 of Population 
Deaths ~ Number 

* Rate per 1000 of Population 
Infant ~ Number 
Mortality & Rate per 1000 Live Births 


PRINCIPAL OAUSES OF DEATH — 


Tuberculosis 

Malignant neoplasms 

Diabetes mellitus 

Diseases of blood, etc. 

Cerebral haemorrhage, etc. 

Diseases of the heart 

Hypertension with heart disease 

Hypertensive disease without mention of heart 
Arteriosclerosis 

Influenza 
Pneumenia 
Bronchitis 

Other respiratory disease 

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 
Gastro~enteritis and colitis 

Chronic enteritis and ulcerative colitis 
Cirrhosis of the liver 

Nephritis and nephrosis 

Disease of the prostate 

aternal causes 

Disease of early infancy 

Motor Vehicle Accidents 

Other Accidents 

Suicide 

11 other causes 


Total: 


ene ws at a ee 


aw * Equivalent Annual Rate, %z Deaths under one year, 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


Land taken up under conditional alienation during the two months ended February, 
1956, totalled 180,417 acres, an increase of 65,225 acres on the corresponding 
period last year. Pastoral, special and miscellaneous leases registered amcunted 
to 963,850 acres, an increase of 777,062. 


STATE GOVERNMENT CONSOLIDATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
ee 


Month of FEBRUARY 


Eight Months 
ended FEBRUARY 


a 
Revenue 4,047,669 | 3,405,398 | 30,947,854 128, He ‘a 
Revenue per Head of Population ire cee et Ba es UBS Ser oA: ES eae 
Expenditure 4,187,095 3,506 ,012 35 3639 4929 293,073 5 ae a 
Expenditure per Head of Population Cennctee > Eben Onwit 


be ts 9 150 10.. 2 


SAVINGS BANKS 


Depositors' Balances on the 31st January, 1956, amounted to £54,14.8,680 or 
£80.11.7 per head of population as against £53,060,052 or £81. 44,3 per 
head as at the 31st January last year. 


BANK CLEARANCES 


The average weekly clearance for five weeks ended 29th February 5 1956, 
amounted to £14.,775,753 compared with £14,224,767 for the corresponding 
period last year. 


REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 


Eight Months 
ended FEBRUARY 


Ene ae 


Registrations effected at the 
Office of Land Titles and Deeds 


FEBRUARY 


Transf ers No. 15 1556 15 Add. 
£ 25402,179 | 2,527,296 23 534.2 5642 
Mortgages No. 1,190 144.19 
Le 2,130,350 21 ,237 ,987 
Discharges of Mortgages No. 759 9596 


SALES TAX: SALES OF TAXABLE AND EXEMPT GOODS 
AND TAX COLLECTED 


Soe ee Pee 
fh 
Period of Receipt gee Sales 
Sales in respect Sales in respect of Tax 
of of which Tax is | of which Tax is E t Collected 
Payable NOT Payable sae - 
Returns af 
(Net) (Gross) Goods 
&, £. a AR 
February, 1956 3,807 ,204 1,920 ,5 34. 9 5380 ,085 390 , 835 
February 9 4 955 5) 9256 y O04. 1 6 91 ris) 8 90h. Fi 58 4.00 409 
Eight months ended 
February, 1956 30 ,809 176 19,466 ,596 75 458,061 3,723,089 
Eight months ended 
February, 1955 30,118,603 15,792,015 72 504.9 ,002 3» 8-8 5535 


if 


o « 


COMPANIES REGISTERED 


142 Local Companies with a nominal capital of £7,874.,000 and 61 Foreign 
Companies were registered during the eight months ended February, 1956. 
Registrations for the corresponding period last year comprised 162 Local 
Companies with a nominal capital of £22,880,500 and 67 Foreign Companies. 


BANKRUPTOY 


Eight Months ended FEBRUARY 


1955 
Liabilities 
Sequestration Orders 39 88, 314, 
Deeds of Assignment (a) 15 6O51d4 
Deeds of Arrangement { ieee 


(a) Includes Compesitions and Schemes of Arrangement. 


TRANSPORT 


The operations of the State Government Railways, open 
for General and Passenger traffic, were as follows:- 


| Item ie 


tetra 


Seven Months ended JANUARY | 


1956 1955 ; 


Gross Earnings (a)* & 1,001 1.00 946 500 7,509,100 7 145,000 
Working Expenses (a) &. 1 247,371 1,031 4.28 8,769,798 7,874,015 
| Train Miles Run Noe 64.3 5228 659,709 4,801 ,219 4.5505 54.90 


| Motor Bus Miles Run No. (b) 117,793 (b) 127,397 (c) 811,567 (c) 875,335 


Passenger Journeys - 


Train Noe 91 6 34-50 761 9443 6 9 84.3 36 93 5 94-26 yOoT 
Motor Bus No. 26 ,628 29 4826 188,731 207 ,895 
Tonnage Carried ~ 
Paying Goods 263 ,958 260 44.8 1,979,613 1,815,226 
Livestock 8,929 9598). 92 ,6 8 83, 94d, 
Gea a D2 025 82 44.33 47 56 81 542 4613 
Total: 324.5910 352 865 2,519,978 | 2 4.39 ,783 
Net Ton Mileage of - 
Paying Goods 41,308,767 4.2 5098 ,087 330 »568,24). 0550/9, 40 
Livestock 1,057 ,809 1,210.51 73 12,260,581 11,287 4.25 
Pics omcar aoa) 4.692 5220 9 039,398 48,545,187 | 70,592,664 


(a) Includes operations of the Railway Road Service. 


(b) Four weeks ended 7th January. 


(c) Period ended 7th January. 


* Figures liable to revision. 


MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 
(1) NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED (EXCLUDING COMMONWEALTH-OWNED VEHICLES 


——————____—————— 


| Metropolitan Area | Entire State 
Tr RE a SSSR (MR TAN [TIE H _ 
eel | Cars (in~ h Motor | C878 (in- | Wagons, | Motor 


eluding Vans, Buses cluding | Vans, | Buses |Cycles | 
Hire Cars) | Utilities Hire Cars) | Utilities 
Noe | Nos | Nosertes 
Year 1951 5 5730 101 3,192 
Year 1952 5 4-71 aD. 959 
Year 1953 5,015 76 1,239 


Year 195), 
Year 1955 j 


1956 - 
; January 


| Entire State | 


Date (as 
at end Cars (in- {| Wagons, a eee 
of Month) | cluding Vans , cluding Vans, | Buses Gpoles 
Hire Oars) | Utilities Hire eee Utilities | 
Paces | Noe No. 
| 47,819 9,692 | 78,217 | 58,471 Ply 
December | 52,072 21 fe) 590 9,713 8. 868 | 60,144 | 1,136 
| | 
555 | 9,605 | 90,151 | 61,9N6 ye 
562 | 9,342 | 9.907 | 62,52) | sti 
| | 
562 | 9,374 | One 


(a) Not available. 


#% Excluding Commonwealth-Owned Vehicles which comprised for January, 1956:- 
88 Cars; 791 Wagons, Vans, etc.; 4 Buses and 6 Motor Cycles. 


TRADE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INTERSTATE AND OVERSEA) 


Expressed in terms of Australian Currency 
EXPORTS 
(Including Ships' Stores) 


7 Months 
ended JANUARY 


1955 1956 


£,000 i £,000 
Oversea ; ; : ; '; 7,441 142,558 
Interstate 6,5 oy ; 1G S56. reeo0G 


Total: : ; 82,735 | : 41,037 65,116 


em 


oi 


Year 1916 
Year 1947 
Year 1948 
Year 1949 
Year 1950 
Year 1951 
Year 1952 
Year 1953 
Year 195, 
Year 1955 
1955 - 
March Qr. 
June Qr. 
Sept. Qr. 
Dec. Qr. 


BULLDING ACTIVITY 
(1) NEW BULLDING COMPLETED 


eee cents neers te itr rae eam am wate vere 


atagnomet tame het 


Dwellings | 


Bre Oantras tore Factories | Other 
etc. (a) = 
No. {Value | No. ; Value No. | Value |No. | Value! No. 
£,000 £,000 £,000 £,000 
55 52 as o40 lee 52 8&2 14.5 192 | 1,568 
165 | 109 |2,245 | 2,380 37 64 | 164 327 | 2,614 
Blk | 3h6 [25544 | 3,0u4 no | 160 [268 | 43t | 32375 
825| 693 12,485 | 3,476 57 B15. S17 | 65751 5508 
sro IPaAG Ssiad Goin Ci inna nr et iA 263 {428 | 651] 5,143 
1,913 | 2,835 [4,137 | 6,969 40 459 |433 | 986 | 6,523 
2,883 | 5,824 14,946 |11,201 63 667 |604% | 2,424 1 8,496 
2,988 17,219 14,839 [12,62 Be ce), 05 78 80,025 
3,127 | 8,255 15,044 113,491 ls sig oils APOE |b 5015 O) 126 
2,788 | 8,194 |6,422 {18,091 129° D405" 1955 6,900 10,272 
| 
(Wy leg vero aliee nee 3,610 a2 (ere e uso hanaulAlies) | 2,160 
771 | 2,209 1,941 5 34.0 33 851 |229 11,260 | 2,974 
598 14,816 114455 | 42097 | Be. |e 255 | 2,569 | 2,334 
78 {2,253 |4,7hb | 50d 28 255 )284 | 1,498 | 2,80) 


(a) Comprises Government Day Labour as well as Private Contractor Operations and 
includes Shop Dwellings, Flats and Other Residentials excluded from Table (2) 
hereunder. 


Period Concrete, Mainly or Mainly 
etc. Wood. __Fibro-Cement 
No. No. Value 
Year 1946 578 
Year 194.7 agli 
Year 1948 1,252 
Year 1949 1 44.9 
Year 1950 1,709 
Year 1951 | 2,155 
Year 1952 3,006 
Year 1953 2,676 
Year 1954 2,865 15906 
Year 1955 3,268 Seite 
1955 - 
March Qr. 685 11,874. 
June Qr. 855 2,608 
Sept. Qr. 73h, es 
Dec. Qr. 99h. 9929 
Item 
GOLD 
Quantity Fine ozs. 161 ,026 129,125 
Value (Aust. Currency)* & 1 4-78,716 2,516 ,023 2,017,575 
Dividends reported by . 
Gold Mining Companies & 221 ,875 187,500 221 ,875 


ial: 


(2) HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
(Includes Owner-Built Homes) 


Houses Completed ~ Classified According to Materials of Outer Walls 


Brick, Stone, Wood or Fibro-—Cement 


maracas 


487 ,500 


* Excludes premiums on gold sold for industrial purposes. 


€ e e® @ 


RETAIL PRICES INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of Each Series: Weighted Average of Six Capitals for 1923/27 = 1000) 


| Food and Groceries "CO" Series 
dent DECEMBER Twelve Months DECEMBER | Twelve Months 
| ee Quarter ended DECEMBER Quarter | ended DECEMBER 
Te 


Me 


tropolitan Area 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
Northam 
Bunbury 

Geraldton 

| Collie 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMENT 
(Excluding Rural and Private Domestic) 


Figures supplied by Commonwealth Statistician 


1955 


Males Females Persons 


Females Fersons 


135 62h. 178,418 136 ,330 
135 417 179 147 
136 5290 180 306 
April 136 52h 180 417 
May 136 357 1005255 
June 136 347 43,880 180 ,227 
July 135 696 43,901 179,597 
August 135 ,857 435758 eons 
September 136 ,616 43,913 180 ,529 
October 136 ,291 13 92h. 180,215 
November 136 ,970 HA hOt i ASI 374 
44536 | 182,073 


December | 137 537 


INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT (a) 


Factories 


(Base: 1928/29 (19,799 Employees = 100) ) | 
1956 | 


January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


237 


227 232. 238 | 
SS cen Lee 


(a) Figures subsequent to June, 1954, are preliminary. 


€ e e- w 


STATE BASIC WAGE 


——: 


Tes 


Goldfields and 
Rest of State 


South-West 


Metropolitan 
Land Division 


Area 


of 
Operation 


Female 


Se SSG ds 
gees hiss ast 


Se Be de 
ea ole pts 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ~ METROPOLITAN AREA 
(Generated by W.A. Government Power Stations) 


Eight Months 


FEBRUARY ended FEBRUARY 


Particulars 


Units Generated (1000 K.W.H.) 42,913 37,935 339,954. 299 ,032 
Units Sent Out (1000 K.W.H.) | 38,631 33,608 30 666 | 268,115 
¥e | ee RAS ee eee 
LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERINGS IN PRINCIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
Cattle Pigs 


January, 1956 
January, 1955 
7 Months ended January, 1956 
| 7 Months ended January, 1955 


ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


(Note - Excludes non—Casualty accidents where damage 
was estimated to be £10 or less 


| Non-Casualty Total | | 
Accidents Casualty : Persons Persons 
| ( ; Accidents | : : 
Perici eg Accidents Reported Killed Injured 


Metro- |Coun- | Metro- ‘Coun- Metro~| Coun~ 
politan jtry |politan jtry politan| try 
No, No. No. Noo Noo 
882 | 6,098 !2,345 93 | 2,430 |1,234 


2,698 | 9% 3,028 {1,281 


Year 1953 4. O74. 


anes 


87h. 7 487 


Year 1955 5,878 OA Ti Oyi5 \2,950 | 110 895) 2,669 11,516 
1956 - | 
January 396 167 67 | 565 | 23h, 6 7 209 | 10h 


w @. o 


ITEMS Of FACTORY PRODUCTION (SUBJECT TO REVISION) 


pores RY Sea 
Eight Months | 
Item Unit ended FEBRUARY 
1956 
Building Materials, etc. 
Bath Heaters - solid fuel NO.» 4. 5838 
Bricks (in terms of 
standard size) - Cement '000 2,693 
- Olay "000 66 ,808 
Enemels : gal. De lt.2 
Fibrous Plaster Sheets ‘OOO sq.yd. 44S 
Paints (Ready Mixed) Ex- | 
cluding Water Paints gal. 17 ,260 136,894. 14-7 ,836 
Tiles, roofing - Cement 1000 650.4 831 5,747 TeeoD 
Timber, Sawn 1000 sup.ft.|(a)14.,731 | (a)14,40% |(b)135,673 |(b)130, "612 
Clothing 
Cardigans and Pullovers doze 1,053 | 1,091 Or 6 5677 
Raincoats (inc. Oilskins) | 
Men's and Boys! NOe 7 foes 55 (42 16 ,938 
Shirts (all types) Men's 
and Boys! doze 3,360 3 Shp B51 37 9557 
Sports Coats ~- Men's NOs 871 562 Z 675 6 »2h5 
Suits - Men's - 3 piece NOs hae 202 1927 2,865 
- 2 piece NOs 1,650 1,696 15 053 15 485 
Trousers - Men's - Sport NOe de 54.92 35335 305413 34.5 94.6 
- Work NOs 256 11,682 69,018 97 , 82h. 
Footwear 
Boots and Shoes (all types) pair 31 979 S3,h23 217 ,639 268,773 
Sandals pair 10,942 6 5086 12h, "668 128,190 
Slippers pair 33,979 2h. 595 251 27h. 272 ,929 
Food 
Bacon and Ham OOO! Dds 601 | 538 5,231 5,081 
Butter '000 lb. 401 | 3h ne 061 ASGLOT 
Cheese '000 Ib. 39 19 11le 2,108 
Confectionery (not | 
chocolate) '000 lb. 287 | 265 2,518 2,579 
Jams '000 1b. 69 | a 491 4.32 
Margarine 000 lb. 87 Oh. rai Tse 
Sauce - Tomato pint 35 4150 4.9 ,028 562,564 138,374 
Miscellaneous | 
Acids -. Acetic CWte 360 Gyo) 4 2h.2 24205 
- Hydrochloric cwte 87 445 986 864. 
- Nitric cwte 22 2h. 210 128 
- Sulphuric ton 18,762 15 427 119,843 100,523 
Cycles, Pedal NOs 364. | 750 4. 899 5,812 
Gas Produced million 
cue ft. 101 | 99 973 970 
Mattresses - Inner Spring { NO»  awagee 1,699 15,068 14,249 
- Woven Wire NO» 4.378 | 3 425 21,058 23,301 
~ Soft Filled NO. | 3,776 | 3,627 27 399 27 6445 
| Motor Vehicle Bodies - { 
Truck Trays NOe 7h | 83 51k 730 
Utilities (all types) NO. | 13 | 20 | 156 2.2 
Trailers (all types) + NOs a | 22 168 44,3 
| Peranbulators NOs 86 | 56 4.84. 522 
i | toe 


(a) January figures. Fepruary not available. 


(b) Seven months ended January 


